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Numismatic Society to Hear Dr. Paul Bedoukian, July 29 


The Armenian Numismatic Society of So. Calif., will be hav- 
ing a dinner reception to honor Dr. Paul Z. Bedoukian, the world 
reknown authority on Armenian Numismatics. Dr. Bedoukian is the 
author of many books and publications on Armenian numismatics. 
His greatest works, is the volume on Cilician Armenian coins, and 
his most recent publication on the coins of Artaxiads of Armenia. 

The dinner will be held at the “House of Kabab," 2110 Whit- 
tier Blvd., Montebello, on the 29th of July 1982, at 7:00 P.M. 
The cost will be $10.00 per person. The meeting will be open to 


the public.... 
The Armenian Observer 


Vole X12 (14 July 
1982), No. 32, p. 9. 


Dr. Paul 2. Bedoukian was honored for his contribution to 
Armenian numismatics on July 29, 1982. A highlight of the evening 
was the presentation of a Khatchkar replica in bronze to the 
guest of honor. More about this in our next issue. Editor. 
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SHIRAK CITY NOTES 


By 


Y. T. Nercessian 


Historical Background 


Shirak has been a district in historical Armenia. The pre- 
decessor of modern city of Leninakan (in Armenian SSR) was the 
village of Kumairi, as it was called in ancient and medieval 
periods.(1) This was eventually to be transformed into Gumri. 
The Russians occupied Gumri in 1804. Following the Russian 
takeover and construction of a fortress in 1837, during the 
reign of Czar Nicholas I (1825-1855), the city was named Alex- 
andropol, after the czar's wife, Alexandra. 

The strategic location of Gumri was noticed by the histo- 
rian Lynch.(2) The authors of the multivolume History of the 
Armenian People describe the military operations staged from 
this area during the Russo-Turkish wars. (3) 

In 1849, as a part of the state of Yerevan, the province 
of Alexandropol was formed. The city of Alexandropol was the 
center of this province. With the construction of military bases, 
and particularly the railroad (1899), Alexandropol was trans- 
formed into one of the important cities of eastern Armenia. 
In 1912, for the first time in Armenia, here, the opera Anoush, 
composed by A. Tigranian, was staged. 

The population of Gumri was 3,444 in 1831, 51,316 in 
1914 iy texenaronoN 67,000 in 1939 (Leninakan), and 198,000 
in 1978. 

The city bank was founded in 1902.(4) 


lL. gwyywhwu unybuwyws Swupwqhuwpwt /Armenian Soviet Encyclope- 
dia/, Vol. IV (Yerevan, 1978) pp. 542-543, in Armenian. 
Note that material from this reference has been used freely 
throughout this article. 

2. 4H. F. B. Lynch. Armenia, Travels and Studies (reprint, Beirut, 
1965), Vol. I, pp. 118-132. 

3. Swy dngandpnh ywudnipyniu /History of the Armenian People/ 
Vol. V (Yerevan, 1974), pp. 245-253, in Armenian. 

4. The Armenian Encyclopedia does not make any other comment on 
the bank, its organization (officers), charter, operation, 
etc. 
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One can only assume that the Shirak city notes were printed 
in the same fashion that Van Commissariat (5) and Yerevan city 
(6} notes were: that is, to supplement the paper money (to sat- 
isfy the local monetary exchange requirements), issued by the 
central government, which was in circulation in a not suffi- 
cient quantity. 

The Shirak city notes have been catalogued by Denis, (7) 
Kardakoff, (8} and Nercessian. (9 Unfortunately, none has 
given illustrations and a detailed accurate description. 


Bank Notes 


Obverse: The name of the bank is printed at the top in cap- 
ital Armenian letters from left to right: chruuh PpurueUushu 
guuuruuuuilty RuvY /General Bank of the City of Shirak/. The value 
numeral is located in the middle. The value and the denomina- 
tions are printed on two lines and in both languages: the Arme- 
nian on the left side, and the Russian on the right. Underneath 
the value and denomination, the note states in Armenian t&nlw- 
yugunnhu Ydoupcfh pun ywiwufswu /Payable to the bearer on de- 
mand/. Three signatures appear on the notes. The first signature 
belongs to the Awijh ywnwywnfpy /Bank governor/. All the speci- 
mens examined indicate that the signature of the bank governor 
is rubber stamped. The second signature belongs to the ¢wudwuw4 
/Treasurer/. The third signature is reserved for the 4;. Sworwuw4 
/Chief accountant/. The last two signatures are individually 
signed on each note in black ink. All of the signatures seem to 
be in Armenian but are indecipherable. At the right side, verti- 
cally, is the serial number and at the left, the bank note num- 
ber. A double lined ornamental border encloses the rectangular 
shaped panel. 


5. H. V. Sarkissian, "wu pwnwph 1918 @. pneqhp-Pnunpwduoph 
yuuntnefyneupg" /From the History of the 1916 Script Money 
of the City of Van/, Lraber Hasarakakan Gitut'yunneri, Vol. 
XXVIII (March 1967), No. 3 (286), pp. 73-78; “Stol neobych- 
1s denezhni znak" /Very Unusual Bank Notes/, Komsomoloets, 
21 August 1976), No. 99 (4829), p. 4. 

6. Y. T. Nercessian, "Yerevan City Notes," Armenian Numismatic 


Journal, Ser. I., Vol. VII (December 1981), No. 4, pp. 31-35. 
7. Ch. Denis, Catalogue des monnaies émises sur la territoire 
Russie (1915-1025) (Paris, 1927), p. 22, Nos. 245 and 245. 
8. WN. Kardakoff, Katalog der Geldscheine von Russland und der 
Baltischen Staaten, 1769-1950 (Berlin, 1953), pp. 160-161, 
os. 3=8,. 
9. Y. TT. Nercessian, "Paper Notes of Armenia," Armenian Numis- 


matic Journal, Ser. I, Vol. I (October 1975), Nos. 3-4, p. 
19, Nos. 3-8. 
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Fig. 1. Reverse 


Reverse: The round seal in violet ink of the bank appears 
on the reverse side of all the notes. The circular legend, in 
Russian reads AJEKCAHHPOTOICK. POPOACK. * OBWECTBH. BAHKb-* 
/City of Alexandropol * General Bank ¥/, At the center is the 
crest of the bank. 


Paper 


They are printed on "common"paper which has a cream-colored, 
faded appearance. The printing is light; in fact, on some issues 
it is so light that one may not help but question its authentic- 
ity. Examination of several specimens reveal many different va- 
rieties of signatures, many different shapes of paper, and lack 
of care in printing which persuade the skeptic that the notes 
are genuine. 
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Fig. 2. 5 ruble note of Shirak 


5 Rubles The wide value numeral "5" is located at the center. 
The bank governor's name is rubber .stamped in violet 
ink. According to -numismatic literature this note 
also was printed with a narrow value numeral and in- 
complete printing. 

Size: 108mm x 57mm. 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, VIII. _ 38 


GhhUaP PULUALEML LUO RY FUL 
a: 


: — eg 
Rf. 4Q 4 §. 
pS PRBPLB pyaaeki 


‘Usepw »! 


Furvgp kanye pe" : ” 
FN : i . “ff ¢ Gargcesctuss . I) 
o SSS (SS SSS 3 


Fig. 3. 10 ruble notes of Shirak 
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10 Rubles a. The Wide value numeral "10" is located at the cen- 
ter. The bank governor's name is rubber stamped in 
violet ink. According to numismatic literature this 
note also was printed with misspelling Jeosrb" 
(the correct spelling is Beene e) . 

Size: 106mm x 59mm. 


b. Similar to the above note but there are two hand- 
written initials preceeding "chief accountant." 
Size: 109mm x 58mm. 
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10 Rubles c. Similar to the above note..but the value numeral is 
narrower. 
Size: 102mm x 56mm. 
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Fig. 4. 20 ruble note of Shirak 


20 Rubles The wide value numeral "20" is located at the cen- 
ter. the bank governor's name is rubber stamped in 
violet ink. There are two handwritten initials pre- 
ceding "chief accountant." This note also is avail- 
able with a narrow numeral and incomplete printing. 
Note that the word twenty is misspelled "Jizauato." 
Size: 104mm x 57mm. 
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Fig. 5a. 25 ruble note of Shirak 


25 Rubles a. The wide value numeral "25" is located at the cen- 
ter. The bank governor's name is rubber stamped in 
violet ink. According to numismatic literature this 
note also is available with a narrow value numeral. 
The value is misspelled "Zsamat Tato." 

Size: 105mm x 58mm. 
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25 Rubles b. 
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Fig. 5b. 25 ruble note of Shirak 
Similar to the above note but there are two hand- 


written initials preceding "chief accountant." 
Size: 102mm x 56mm. 
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50 Rubles 


100 Rubles a. 


Fig. 6. 50 ruble note of Shirak 


The wide value numeral "50" is located at the cen- 
ter. The bank governor's name is rubber stamped in 
violet ink. According to numismatic literature this 
note also is available with a narrow value numeral. 
Size: 103mm x 58mm. 


The narrow value numeral "100" is located at the 
center. The bank governor's name is rubber stamped 
in violet ink. There are two handwritten initials 
preceding "chief accountant." This note also is 
available with a wide value numeral. 

Size: 104mm x 59mm. 
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Fig. 7. 100 ruble notes of Shirak 


100 Rubles b. Similar to the above but the bank governor's name 
is ruber stamped in red ink. 
Size: 101mm x 57mm. 
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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


SARKISSIAN, Henry V. 
zha 
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{Two Armenian Medals from the Hermitage Collection/ 
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Lraber Hasarakakan Gitut'yunneri, Vol. XLII (january 1981), 
No. 1 (457), pp. 78-81, illus. In Russian with Armenian summary. 
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SARKISSIAN, Henry V. 


youuywu Pwuqunwt , 
quywun, U. U. 
Ministry of Armenian SSR, 
Armenian and Russian. 
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SARKISSIAN, Henry V. 


bwuqunywun, ir. Suynaywup. 
1981, Nos. 10, 16, 18. Bilingual in 


The earliest Armenian medals, 
created in Western European 
colonies, are mentioned. Then, 
the author describes two gold 
medals of Holy Etchmidzin, 
hitherto unknown to the scien- 
tific world, found in the State 
Hermitage Museum collection. On 
the obverse St. Gregory the Il- 
luminator is portrayed and, on 
the reverse, the Mother See of 
Etchmiadzin. The medals were 
prepared in Armenia and spread 
to European colonies, especial- 
ly Russia and Persia. The me- 
trological data are published. 


Hayastani patmut'ian petakan t'angaran 
State Museum of Armenian History. 
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Yerevan: Cultural 


A coin of Tigranes the Great, 
a coin of Levon the Illustrious, 
and a newly discovered hoard 
are presented. YTN 


Hayastani patmut'ian petakan t'angarani 


rusakan hishatakayin u pargevayin medalneré ev zhedonneré 
The Russian Commemorative and Recognition Medals and Jettons 


of the State Museum of Armenian History/ - 
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In Armenian with Russian summary. 
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The author examines the Russian 
medals issued during the past 
two hundred years, up to 1918, 
and describes the Russian com- 
memorative and recognition med- 
als and jettons found in the 
State Museum of Armenian History. 


43 
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SARKISSIAN, Henry V. 


Iz istorii 


The collection includes more 
than one hundred specimens, but 
encompasses from the end of the 
eighteenth century until 1917. 
The medals are for the occasions 
of military operations, anniver- 
saries, exhibits, decorations, 
and cultural activites. The 
catalogued collection includes 
medals which also belong to 
Armenian institutions, medals 
relating to Armenian people, 
medals issued on the lands of 
Armenia, etc. YTN 


denezhnogo obrashchenifa 


Vostochno? Armenii posle vkhozhdeniia v sostav Rossii po numizma- 
ticheskim materialam /From the History of Monetary Circulation of 
Eastern Armenia after Joining Russia/ Uz AcTopun Ferexioro 
oBpawenig  BocTouHonm ApMetuu Tocde BxoxkneHns B cocTa® Poccun 
TO HyMigmaTuyeckum. MaTepWaAam, asrop [ B. Capsuca#x. Nauchnafa 


sessifa; tezisy doklatov. Yerevan: State Museum of Armenian 
History, "Erebouni" Museum of History of Yerevan's Founding, 


1981, pp. 28-30. In Russian. 
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puuqunwupu vt Pp: Lieu 
SARKISSIAN, Henry V. 
Group of Armenian Medais/ 
agTop, [. B. Capxucan. 


Persian coins circulated in Ar- 
menia for four centuries until 
the union of Eastern Armenia 

with Russia. Since the nineteenth 
century Russian gold, silver, 
copper, and paper money circu- 
lated in Armenia. However, very 
few specimens of these are kept 
in the State Museum of Armenian 
History. YIN 


Ob odnoi gruppe armianskikh medale? fon a 
O5 ofHoM ppyrme apmaHckux Megaden, 


Nauchnafa sessifa; tezisy doklatov. 
Yerevan: State Museum of Armenian History, "Erebouni™ Museum 


of History of Yerevan's Founding, 1981, pp. 30-32. In Russian. 
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The author has read a paper on 
the medallions of St. tregory 
the Illuminator. On the obverse 
of the first type medallions, 
St. Gregory the Illuminator is 
depicted sitting on his pontif- 
ical throne; on the reverse, 
the Cathedral of Etchmiadzin. 
On the second type of medallions, 
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SARKISSIAN, Henry V. 
nafa Armenii 7h 


to Armenia/ - Cepua Memadrer Jamapet 


A Series of Medals of Lamare K'velidze 


St. Gregory the Illuminator, 

in half-length, is displayed; 

on the reverse, the dome of the 
Cathedral. of Etchmiadzin. On 

the obverse of the last type. St. 
Gregory the Illuminator is 
portrayed sitting on his throne; 
on the reverse, an equestrian 
spearing a dragon. YIN 


Serifa medalei Lamary Kvelidze, posviashchen 


Dedicated 
Kpeanaze, TOCBAWEHHAA 


Apmeunn , aprop [’. B. CapxKiucsay. IT me zhrespublikanskafa nauchna- 
fa konferentsifa po problemam iskusstva Armenii i Gruzii; 
Yerevan: Istitute of Arts of Armenian SSR, Institute of Histé- 


ry of Georgian SSR, 1981, pp. 52-53. In Russian. 


Unugh conw,uqnnd Ludupw nb- 
phdétu Yonuwés & vbénujwoup Up 
Uncfhpnews Swybpniu Ge gwywunw- 
uUpu: Uunup dountwé bu Urbuhe 
huwiubbwiufu, Gweaphby Unrunne bur 
upu, Gnhob Qupbughu, Vwawfipnu 
Uwnbwupu, Vuppbunw Cwipubwupt, 
fuchn ULyunBhu, YnUpuwupt, U- 
put Pw sunpGwupu, Neyenp Sud pwp- 
énivGuuhu, Spwe hw YEpufpubwupr, 
duipww vuipwqowufhu,- 8nd iwuuegu 
fnivwubwupu, G. Se seppu, Shq- 
pwu TIbupnubwuft: Undwuwqnnr- 
(@pevibpp Guouwpnewd Gu Swybpbund 
ne Ynuginbund: thu 


ASBAREZ. 
Ancient Artaxata/ - 
Vol. LXXIII (Friday, 17 
Armenian. 


uly 


See the abstract below. 


NOR GYANK. 


Georgian medallist Lamara K've- 
lidze has executed a series of 
medals dedicated to Armenians 
and Armenia. Thev are conse- 
crated to Avedik Issahakian, 
Gabriel Sundukian, Yeghime 
Chtarents', Martiros Sarian, 
Marietta Shahinian, David An- 
haght', Komitas, Aram Khacha- 
turian, Victor Hambardzumian, 
Hracth'ia Nersissim, Vahram 
Ptaptazian, Hovhannes Toumanian, 
E. Koch'ar, Tigran Petrossian. 
The inscriptions are in Armenian 
and Georgian. YIN 


Hnadarian Artashati anaknkalneré /The Suet aeee of 
Zuunuptbwu Unuw2unh wuwhuywyuopn. Asbarez 
hy 198)” ee 


), No. 6410, p. 5 


Hnadarian k'aghak'i anaknkalneré /The Surprises of 


an Ancient City/ - 2uwnwpbwt punupfh wiwlthw)ubpp. Nor Gyank, 


* Vol. III (23 July 1981), No. 30, p. 


See the abstract below. 


SOVETAKAN HAYASTAN. 
with the Portrait of Nero/ 


Sovetakan Hayastan 
D. 31, illus. In 


rmenien. 
See the abstract below. 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, VIII 


In Armenian. 


Oske dram Neroni dimankarov /A Gold Coin 
- fui qpudt vbpntf nbvwubupny. 
Vol. XXXVII (October 1981), No. 10 (427), 
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SARKISSIAN, Henry V. 
Nero/ - 3oaotatMore7a Hepona 
(27 June 1981), No. 77 (5631}, 


fujyuunwonewo E— vbnnup (8.8. 
54-68) wntnbnrupu ywywuupopneup 
Upwautpy Uupppacyoutp yaqdt, 2u- 
Juunwuf tnn Ubuup gpenpu ut), 
Unuw2unp von, Uynp, 1981 fi.: 
fluyanoudp dwupneppruu & 7.22 
qnuw : bu 


SCHWEICH, Thomas. 


Zolotafa moneta Nerona /The Gold Coin of 
apf op 


Capkucay. Komsomolets, 
illus. In Russian. 

The discovery of an aureus of 
Nero (A.D. 54-68), by Miasnik 
Saribekian, in the Nor Keank' 
village of Armenia, Near Arta- 
xata, in April 1981, is an- 
nounced. The weight of the gold 
coin is 7.22 grams. YTN 


Nero: Numismatic Evidence Helps HKeveal An 


Ancient Emperor's True Character, Thomas Schweich. Numismatist, 
Vol. XCV (March 1982), No. 3, pp. 620-627, illus. 


Ubpnif npultveGpncu puunc Abt 
unjihe yhanewd £ Pl gwywunwuh 
neu Geoupnewd ghunenpelev pum 
Hwuutubpn yhowiuwyniwé Gu pwuf 
Up PonuplncvuGpane npwduapancu 
plynndGpneu Yyowy ARMENIA wp- 
duumgane (Guu: Chu 


TIRATSIAN, G. A. 


GR. wyGnnidubpn, qn&agpuy 9 i. 


Patma-Benasirakan Handes, Vol. 


281-288, illus. In Armenian. 
Undurjinp wyagncduapne. pujtwgppu 
fpu ne Wh 2 tunup bwu fumgpuwl wu 
wy, ununwubpne fom Upunty 
quuniwd Gu Spu qmtudbie uhp 
Up Ge Gpune ubpgneyeu ynpudl 
nnudtbn s vey 


SEMENIUK, Roman. 


lia We, 20; 10, 3-15, 25; 12, 


Vapinguy pu Upnifbwt afunpud— 
Uapne Ge npwltGpne puuncfiwy 
wale yignewd & PE 1922 fe. 
wntupny Yand— qnwencwd 2uywu- 
auun Pnquplog npwdwupouGn ne- 
uGuuynd nncubpku Ge Swybntu 
updwuugqnnepfcuubp: PU 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, VIII 


Armaviri 1974-1976 t't! 
Excavations of Armavir in 1974-19767 - 


While examining the coinage of 
Nero mention is made that the 
military victories over Armenia 
were commemorated by a few is- 
sues of coins bearing the 
reverse inscription AHMENTA, 
YTN 


. peghumneré /The 

un wd fpnp 1974-1976 
Shnugywu Geoh. U. Gupunyounywi. 
XXIV (1981), No. 3 (94), pp. 


Among cther ancient and medieval 
archaeolgical objects, an an- 
cient cylindrical seal and two 
Seljuq copper coins were un- 
earthed during the excavations 
of Armavir. vTN 


Genesis & Growth of Soviet Empire Documented 
on Coins and Bank Notes, by Roman Semeniuk. 
Vol. IX (13, 27 April 1982, 4 May 1982) 


World Coin News, 
, Nos. 15, 17, 18, pp. 
13, 15, respectivley, illus. 


While reviewing the notes and 
bank notes of the Soviet Union 
mention is made that in 1922 
Russian-occupied Armenia issued 
bank notes bearing Russian and 
Armenian inscriptions. YTN 
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